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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/17/08 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrase "a center that is outside a path with a radius of an 
eccentric amount of the eccentric rotation body with respect to the center of the drive 
shaft" is indefinite and fails to distinctly claim the structural limitations of the pressing 
mechanism. Specifically, "a radius of an eccentric amount" does not define a structural 
limitation, as the term "eccentric" refers to a position relative to a center. The claim 
language does not make clear the eccentric amount of a radius since an eccentric 
amount cannot refer to the displacement or size of a radius. Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Barito (US 4992032). Barito discloses a rotary compressor, comprising a compression 
mechanism including a cylinder (between 10 and 11) having a cylinder chamber (inside 
10-1 and 11-1), a piston (10-1) accommodated in the cylinder chamber eccentrically 
with respect to the cylinder (11-1), and a blade (inside edge of 10-1 near discharge, Fig. 
1 ) arranged in the cylinder chamber and defining the cylinder chamber into a first 
chamber (B) and a second chamber (A), at least one of the cylinder and the piston 
rotating eccentrically as an eccentric rotation body (Fig. 4), a drive shaft (col. 1 , line 26) 
configured for driving the compression mechanism; a pressing mechanism (23) 
configured for bringing a cylinder side end plate (10), which is provided at one end in an 
axial direction of the cylinder chamber and faces an end face in an axial direction of the 
piston (Fig. 4), and a piston side end plate (11), which is provided at the other end in the 
axial direction of the cylinder chamber and faces an end face in an axial direction of the 
cylinder (Fig. 4), close to each other in an axial direction of the drive shaft (Fig. 4); and a 
casing (attached to 11) configured for accommodating the compression mechanism, the 
drive shaft, and the pressing mechanism the pressing mechanism (23) being eccentric 
away from the a center of the cylinder side (1 0) or the piston side end plate of the 
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eccentric rotation body (see left and right side of 23, Fig. 4) and the pressing 
mechanism generating an axial-direction pressing force with a center of the pressing 
mechanism being eccentric away from a center of the drive shaft (as 10 orbits to left of 
Fig. 4, 23 must be shown to maintain eccentricity relative to center of drive shaft bore at 
bottom of Fig. 4), the compression mechanism having a plurality of discharge ports (10- 

5, 1 0-7) configured for discharging fluid compressed in the cylinder chamber to an 
outside of the compression mechanism, and the pressing mechanism generating a 
pressing force in the axial direction, the pressing mechanism having a center (Fig. 5 
center of 23) that is outside a path (outside of non-illustrated crankshaft axis) with a 
radius of an eccentric amount of the eccentric rotation body with respect to the center of 
the drive shaft (eccentric to non-illustrated crankshaft) and eccentric to the discharge 
ports (Fig. 4, 10-5, 10-7 are eccentrically centered to 23) away from a center of the 
cylinder side or piston side end plate (10) of the eccentric rotation body (offset, Fig. 5), 
the cylinder having a slit (12) that is formed at a portion eccentric from a center of the 
eccentric rotation body (inside diameter of slit 12 is centered on non-illustrated 
crankshaft and eccentric to the eccentric rotation body 10) in a face portion (bottom face 
of 1 0) opposite a face on a cylinder chamber side (top side of plate 1 0) of the cylinder 
side end plate of the eccentric rotation body, the slit being disposed on only one side of 
the cylinder (bottom side, Fig. 4) and the pressing mechanism allowing pressure of fluid 
discharged outside the compression mechanism to work on the slit (10-5, 10-7). 

6. Regarding claims 2 and 3, Barito discloses the rotary compressor of claim 1 , 
wherein the cylinder chamber has a circular shape (Fig. 1) when viewed perpendicularly 
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from the axial direction, and the piston is substantially circular (Fig. 1) and the cylinder 
chamber has an annular shape when viewed perpendicularly from the axial direction 
(Fig. 1), and the piston includes a substantially annular piston arranged in the cylinder 
chamber (1 0-1 ) and defining the cylinder chamber into an outer cylinder chamber (B) 
and an inner cylinder chamber (A). 

7. Regarding claims 6-8, Barito discloses the compressor of claim 1 including the 
pressing mechanism having a support plate (30) that is arranged along a side of the 
cylinder side (1 0) or the piston side end plate of the eccentric rotation body, a sealing 
ring (23) for defining a first opposing section between the cylinder side or the piston side 
end plate and the support plate on an inner side in a radial direction (inside 23, Fig. 4) 
and a second opposing section between the cylinder side end plate and the support 
plate on an outer side in the radial direction (outside of 23), the sealing ring is arranged 
eccentrically away from a center of the eccentric rotation body (shown in Fig. 4) in one 
of the cylinder side end plate (1 0), the piston side end plate of the eccentric rotation 
body and the support plate and the pressing mechanism allows a fluid pressure 
discharged outside the compression mechanism (10-5) to work on the first opposing 
section, the sealing ring fitted in an annular groove (16-2) formed in one of the eccentric 
rotation body (10) and the support plate, the cylinder has a slit (16-2) formed in a portion 
(Figs. 3, 4) eccentric from a center of the eccentric rotation body in a face portion 
opposite (bottom side) a face on a cylinder chamber side of the cylinder side end plate 
(10) of the eccentric rotation body and the pressing mechanism allows pressure of fluid 
discharged outside the compression mechanism to work on the slit (10-4). 
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8. Regarding claims 9-1 1 , Barito discloses the rotary compressor of claim 1 , 
wherein the cylinder side has a groove (16-2) and a through hole (10-4), the groove 
formed in a portion eccentric from the a center of the eccentric rotation body on a face 
opposite a face on a cylinder chamber side of the end plate (bottom side) of the 
eccentric rotation body (10) and the through hole formed in the cylinder side end plate 
(10) for allowing the groove to communicate with the cylinder chamber and the pressing 
mechanism introduces a portion of fluid compressed in the cylinder chamber into the 
groove through the through hole to allow the a pressure of the fluid to work on the 
groove (Fig. 4), a sealing mechanism (tip where 10-1 meets 11) arranged to prevent 
leakage of fluid in at least one of a first axial direction gap between an end face in the 
axial direction of the cylinder and the piston side end plate and a second axial direction 
gap between an end face in the axial direction of the piston and the cylinder side end 
plate, the sealing mechanism includes a chip seal (Background, 131 of Shaffer, U.S. 
3994633) provided at least one of the first axial direction gap and the second axial 
direction gap. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barito in 
view of Fox (US 20731 01 ). Barito discloses the compressor of claim 3, but fails to 
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disclose the piston has a gap dividing the piston into a C-shape with a swing bushing 
slidably held in the gap and forming a blade groove configured for holding the blade so 
as to allow the blade to move back and forth in the swing bushing and the blade is in a 
blade groove so as to extend from a wall face on an inner peripheral side to a wall face 
on an outer peripheral side of the annular cylinder chamber, a plurality of discharge 
ports for discharging fluid in the cylinder chamber to an outside of the compression 
mechanism. 

1 1 . Fox teaches a compressor with a piston having a gap dividing the piston into a C- 
shape with a swing bushing (Fig. 11) slidably held in the gap (Figs. 13, 14) and forming 
a blade groove (51 , 51 ) configured for holding the blade so as to allow the blade to 
move back and forth in the swing bushing and the blade is in a blade groove so as to 
extend from a wall face (R, Fig. 1) on an inner peripheral side (inside R) to a wall face 
on an outer peripheral side (outside R) of the annular cylinder chamber (IC), a plurality 
of discharge ports (C, D) for discharging fluid in the cylinder chamber to an outside of 
the compression mechanism. It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize a compressor of the above 
description in order for fluid pressure to be admitted to simultaneously work in two 
chambers, resulting in the continuous application of fluid pressure to the chambers so 
there is no dead center in the prime mover (col. 1 , lines 45-53). 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/17/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
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features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., center of pressing force) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). The Applicant argues that Barito fails to disclose the claim limitations of a 
center of pressing force, but Applicant only claims a center of a pressing mechanism, 
not a center of a pressing force. 

1 3. Regarding the argument that Barito does not disclose the claimed features of the 
compression mechanism, including a slit located on only one side of the cylinder, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. As stated in the rejection above, Barito discloses the 
slit 12 clearly disposed below the cylinder in Figure 4. The Applicant recites 10-5 and 
10-7 as the slits, however, as shown above, these items refer to the discharge ports 
which allow pressure of fluid to work on the slit. 
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Conclusion 

14. This is a continuation of applicant's earlier Application No. 10/568962. All claims 
are drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOUGLAS J. DUFF whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3459. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thomas E. Denion/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3748 



/Douglas J Duff/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3748 
1/30/09 



